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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and. are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
/U. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheet(s). 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Basis of the report 



Ifatera 



Litemational application No. 
/SG2003/000006 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
fX| me international application as originally filed. 
I | the description, pages 

pages 
pages 
pages 



| | the claims, 



I [ the drawings, 



pages 
pages 
pages 
pages 
pages 
pages 



as originally filed, 
filed with the demand, 
received on with the letter of 
as originally filed, 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 
filed with the demand, 
received on with the letter of 
as originally filed, 
filed with the demand, 
received on with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

These elements were available or furnished to this Aulhority in the following language which is- 

I— I * e Iangua S e of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

P HHSSS. ° fthS ttanSlati0n 6111118116(1 PUiP ° SeS ° f intemational P' e l™y examination (under Rules 55.2 

W iS-w1 t0 ^ nUC ! e0tlde and/or amino a "d sequence disclosed in the international application the international 
preliminary examinahon was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: a PP"canon, tne international 

\_j contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 
I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

LZ] furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

D b^enrurShea^ *" mf0rmati ° n reCOrded m com P uter form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

I I Tue amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

I | the drawings, sheets/fig. 

D L^S^T estabUs ted I as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** considered to 



Sr^wSXt/S ^aTn^^ 'he receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as originally filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 7017) 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 2-4,6-12,14-21,23-25,27-32 YES 

Claims 1, 5, 13, 22, 26 NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-32 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) claims 1-32 YES 

Claims N q 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

D1 f993 74147 A (AMERICAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY) 15 December 

D2 GB 2298544 A (GHAZALA SHAHEEN JAMIL MALIK) 4 September 1996 

D3 US 5152003 A (POCH) 29 September 1992 

D4 US 5388146 A (MORDUCH et al) 7 February 1995 

D5 US 5959596 A (McCARTEN et al) 28 September 1999 

D6 US 5966685 A (FLANAGAN et al) 12 October 1999 

D7 US 5982448 A (REYES) 9 November 1999 

D8 US 6204885 B (KWOH) 20 March 2001 

NOVELTY - Claims 1, 5, 13, 22, 26 

Claim 1 is disclosed in documents Dl to D8. 
Claim 5 is disclosed in documents Dl to D4 and D6. 
Claim 13 is disclosed in documents D2 and D6 to D8. 
Claims 22 and 26 are disclosed in document D5 

INVENTIVE STEP - Claims 1 to 32 

The essential features of all independent claims are disclosed in the above citations. The dependent 
claims add features which are either disclosed in these citations, are matters of common general 
. knowledge, or do not involve an inventive step. 
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Vm. Certain observations on the international application 



Interns 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

Claim 22 is not clear since there is no antecedent to "said persons" (page 33 lines 3 to 4). 
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